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Dear Reader  

Spring, probably the season that we look forward to the most, with 
its message of renewal and the promise of longer (and warmer?) 
days.  

Here at St John’s we have been kept busy through the winter months, 
as you will see, and with Easter so early this year, no sooner was 
Christmas behind us than plans for Easter were being formed; that 
most joyous of all festivals.   

In a world that is full of poverty, injustice, violence and suffering of 
all kinds, it is easy to despair of things ever getting better.  Maybe 
we should take the words of Pope John Paul to heart. 

Margaret Grover 
 
 

“Do not abandon yourselves to despair. 
We are the Easter people and hallelujah is our 
song.” 
 

Pope John Paul 11, (1920-2005) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Registers 
 Funerals 

         16th December 2017     Phyllis Leithead 
29th December 2017 Isabella (Sybil) Overton 
17th February 2018 Revd John Grover 
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OF BRIDGES AND BILLABONGS 
 
‘There is a bridge in Choluteca, Honduras.  The bridge was built by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers in the 1930’s and was a fine bridge without 
problems.  In 1998 Hurricane Mitch came through and dumped 75 inches of 
rain in a few days.  The bridge survived but the roads leading to it on either 
side didn’t.  The most striking thing about the situation is that the river 
moved.  It is no longer under the bridge.  It was and is a great bridge but the 
river moved.’ (1) 

At the Mission Shaped Intro workshop 
we hosted in January, the Rev’d Annie 
Naish, the Diocesan Enabler of Mission, 
suggested that the mainstream 
churches like the Episcopal Churches 
are experiencing something similar. 
We have an amazing community of 
faith. It is well constructed. It is lovingly 
maintained. It is the spiritual home to 
those who are part of it. We have 
beautiful buildings to worship in and 
time-honoured processes and events to 
grow people in the faith.  

So why aren’t people attending like they used to? Because the river has 
changed. The natural flow that brought people to our doors has on the 
whole stopped or been reduced to a trickle. In Australia we would call this 
sort of thing a Billabong… a small body of water that remains after the 
flow of the river has dried up. The thing about Billabongs is that they are 
vital sources of sustaining life. Contained within them are scores of minute 
fishlings, insect larvae and water plants. They are rich and fertile … but 
fragile and often endangered. 
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As followers of Jesus who meet in the building we call St John’s, we are 
called to be both Bridge AND Billabong. We are a place of sustaining life, 
blessed with life giving waters, teeming with possibility. We are also called 
to take that life-giving water out to those who are thirsty. We are called to 
be a bridge to the life-giving power of the gospel to those who thirst. How 
to bridge that gap? Ah… that’s the next step. 

Blessings 
Andrew 

(1) https://missiontomission.wordpress.com/tag/honduras/  

 

 

JOHN GROVER 

The Rev John Grover came to St John's in 1993 as 
Honorary Assistant Priest.  He brought to this 
appointment wide experience gained as a vicar in the 
Thames valley and as head of a retreat centre at 
Megan in the Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire.  The 
transfer to a Scottish Episcopalian church with its 
strong sacramental tradition might have proved 
challenging; John however quickly adapted to the 
new environment. 

As assistant priest John served a succession of rectors 
with loyalty, experience and wisdom.  This sometimes 
called for more than mere tact!  On one occasion an 
inexperienced visiting priest was making heavy 
weather of an unfamiliar choral evensong and how to 
draw it to a close, "Just give the Blessing and sit 
down!" said John sotto voce with authority. 

For baptisms, weddings and funerals John was in great 
demand 

With their musical experience John and his wife Margaret were valued 
founder-members of the church choir.  John's bass voice made a reliable 
contribution to the choral repertoire.     

In his capacity as a Rotarian, John served both Jedburgh and the wider 
community.  For spiritual support, every spring he would attend the 
Franciscan Community at Wegan in the Netherlands where he made many 
close friends. 

We are grateful for the years he spent with us.  We shall all miss him.  

https://missiontomission.wordpress.com/tag/honduras/
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HOLY WEEK AT ST JOHN’S 
  

PALM SUNDAY  Sunday 25th March  
9.00 am  Holy Communion  
10.30 am  Sung Eucharist – including Blessing of the Branches 
 

Monday 26th  6.00 pm  Stations of the Cross + Compline 
Tuesday 27th  6.00 pm  Healing/Reconciliation service + Compline 
Wednesday 28th  6.00 pm  Stations of the Cross + Compline 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY    Thursday 29th March  
10.00 am Holy Week Communion 
6.00 pm  Maundy Thursday Eucharist including Foot-washing, 

Stripping of the Altar and Prayer Vigil 
 

GOOD FRIDAY  Friday 30th March 
10.45 am Combined Churches Walk of Witness and refreshments at 

St John’s 
12.30 pm Personal Meditation and Reflection in St Johns 
2.00 pm Solemn Commemoration of the Passion 
    

EASTER EVE Saturday 31st March 
4.00-5.00 pm Messy Easter @ Town Hall  
7.30 pm Easter Vigil Mass 
 

EASTER DAY  Sunday 1st  April  
9.00 pm Holy Communion 
10.30 am Sung Eucharist  
 

NB: No midweek Communion in the week after Easter. 
 

 

Thankyou from Joan 
  

Heartfelt thanks to all the wonderful and loving people of St John's - a 
very special congregation. 

You not only supported and comforted me throughout David's illness, but 
in the difficult days following his death, with an outpouring of love and 
prayers.  You were also there to comfort me following my sister's death 
just three weeks later. 

It was all so much appreciated.  Bless you all and thank you.  
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 Website :  
www.stjohnsjedburgh.org.uk 
 

This magazine is also available on our 
website, with further information about St John’s in Jedburgh. 
 
March 2nd   World Day of Prayer, 2:pm at St John’s 
March 11th    Mothering Sunday 
March 18th    Passion Sunday 
March 24th    Coffee Morning, 10am in British Legion Hall 
March 25th    Palm Sunday 
May 10th     Ascension Day 
May 12th   Christian Aid Coffee Morning 10am in British Legion Hall  
May 18th       Christian Aid Quiz in the Kenmore Hall, 7:30pm 
May 20th    Pentecost (Whitsunday) 
May 27th   Trinity Sunday 
May 31st   Corpus Christi 
 
REGULAR DATES  

Old School Lunch 12:30 pm  in the Centre, 28th March, 30th April &   
 30th May 

Study Group 10:45am in the Centre every Thursday 
Sewing Group  10:00 am  in the Centre on 1st & 3rd Wednesdays each 

month.  

Choir Practice 6.15pm  in church each Friday.  All welcome to join in 
Messy Church    1:00-4:00pm at Kenmore Hall, 1st Friday each month  
 

There will be Lent Lunches held in the Kenmore Hall on 
Friday 9th, 16th & 23rd March  

 

 

THANK YOU 
 

Ian and Cathy Lees would like to thank the congregation at St John’s 
for all their prayers and kind wishes over the last few months during 
Ian’s cancer treatment. 
 
It is nice to feel that you are not going through this journey on your 
own and the support we have received has been greatly appreciated. 
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 REACHING OUT 
 

St John’s reaches out to Jedburgh 
folk in so many ways. Some 
examples are the Old School 
Lunch, Lessons and Carols at 
Christmas with our Choir and the 
Rotary Club, and the Wednesday 
morning Sewing Group. Working 
with those in Jedburgh Old and 
Trinity and The Church of the 
Immaculate Conception through 
Churches Together in Jedburgh, we 
have Messy Church and the 
Jedburgh Churches Foodbank. The 
Messy Christmas Pop Up Nativity 
at the Town Hall attracted over 
100 folk, both young and old. 

St John’s connections with overseas 
outreach, which are not so obvious, 
are with Mission Aviation 
Fellowship (MAF) http://www.maf-
uk.org, Petra Schools in Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe 
http://www.petraschools.com 
and Simon and Grace Stretton-
Downes, working with ‘Serving in 
Mission’ (SIM) 
http://www.sim.co.uk in Liberia, 
also in Africa. 

At a ‘bring and share lunch’ early 
last year, a representative from 
MAF enlightened those present 
about the valuable work done by 
this organisation especially in 
African countries. Here distances 
are vast and roads difficult or non-
existent in the rainy season. Having 
aircraft available means that 
health provision can be provided in 
isolated areas or patients can be 

transported to care centres - an 
example of Jesus’ healing ministry. 

Last December saw a visit from 
Petra Schools Overseas 
Ambassador, the Revd Chris 
Hingley. Chris both preached and 
gave us a very encouraging 
presentation and up to date 
account of his work with pupils at 
the senior school there, over 
refreshments in the Church Centre. 

Earlier in the year, after a ‘bring 
and share lunch’, in the Church 
Centre, Simon and Grace Stretton-
Downes, (who were married in 
1983 at St. John’s) gave us an 
interesting presentation of their 
then upcoming work with SIM in 
Liberia. Having served for nine 
years as missionaries in Ethiopia 
(1987-96) they have now finally 
arrived in Liberia and are working 
there for the next five years in 
medical and health ministry, with 
Simon working in dentistry. Simon 
leads a team at a clinic at the 
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Eternal Love Winning Africa 
(ELWA) Hospital in Monrovia. 
Grace is a nurse and supports 
Simon as well as working with the 
hospital. They send regular 
enlightening updates of their life 
and work in Liberia via an email 
newsletter. 

After arriving and settling in to 
their new work and living conditions 
(it’s very humid and hot but there is 
air conditioning in the dental clinic 
and the view from their living 
accommodation is of palm trees 
and the ocean), they visited the UK 
in December in order to support 
their son Jonathan undergoing 
major surgery. January saw Simon 
back in Liberia, and Grace was to 
follow later after spending time 

with Jonathan and her mum Marion 
Anderson. 

Simon writes... 

‘We plan to return to the UK for a 
short holiday in October. In the 
meantime, there is work to be done; 
both in the Dental Clinic and the 
Hospital. Teaching and training 
opportunities are plentiful; there are 
relationships to develop and new 
folk to get to know’. 

If you would like to know more 
about their work and/or support 
them in prayer, get in touch via the 
SIM website at 
http://www.sim.co.uk/pray/beco
me-prayer-partner 

 

The Prie-Dieu 
Sorry Lord, 

For the shabbiness of my living, 

For the shoddiness of my working, 

For the shallowness of my praying, 

For the selfishness of my giving, 

For the fickleness of my feeling, 

For the faithlessness of my speaking, 

For the dullness of my hearing, 

For the grudgingness of my sharing, 

For the slothfulness of my serving, 

For the coldness of my loving. 
 

This prayer is attributed to an unknown Celtic Christian; an early follower of Christ.  
As we take a long, hard look at ourselves during this time of Lent, we may find that 
we too need to say “sorry”; but that of course, is not enough unless we are 
prepared to do something about it, and not just through Lent.  
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I’m thankful:- 
 

For the wife, who says “It’s hot 
dogs tonight”, because she’s 
home with me and not out with 
someone else. 

For the husband, who is on the 
sofa being a couch potato, 
because he is here with me 
and not out at the bars. 

For the teenager, who is 
complaining about doing the 
dishes, because it means she’s 
at home and not out on the 
streets. 

For the taxes that I pay, 
because it means I am in work.  

For the mess to clear up after a 
party, because it means I have 
been surrounded by friends. 

For the clothes that fit a little too 
snugly, because it means that I 
have enough to eat. 

For my shadow that watches me 
work, because it means I am 
out in the sunshine. 

For a lawn that needs mowing; 
windows that need cleaning; 
and gutters that need fixing, 
because it means I have a 
home. 

For all the complaining I hear 
about the government, 
because it means we have 
freedom of speech. 

For the parking space I find at 
the far end of the car park, 
because it means I am capable 
of walking and have been 
blessed with transportation. 

For my huge heating bill, 
because it means I am warm. 

For the lady behind me in church 
who sings off key, because it 
means I can hear. 

For the pile of laundry and 
ironing, because it means I 
have clothes to wear. 

For weariness and aching 
muscles at the end of the day, 
because it means I have been 
capable of working hard. 

For the alarm that goes off in 
the early hours, because it 
means I am alive. 

And finally, for too many emails, 
because it means I have 
friends who are thinking of me. 

 
Could this be another version of the General Thanksgiving prayer which was 
used regularly in times past and (if you have forgotten it) can be found on 
page 88 of the Scottish Prayer Book. 
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ST JOHNS COFFEE MORNING 2018 

Save The Date! 

Now that the Christmastide festivities are over for another year, attention 
can be turned to our vital fund raising event of the year - the Annual 
Coffee Morning! 

Saturday 24th MARCH 2018 

in the Royal British Legion Hall, Jedburgh @ 10.00 am 

As our finances are taking a new direction, fundraising is even more 
important to support our Church, its community and outreach projects for the 
future. This event also helps keep St John’s profile in the public eye. 

Feedback has resulted in the Bric A Brac and Books/CDs taking a break 
(huge thanks to the wonderful ladies and gentlemen who have run it for 
many a year) and possibly being replaced by something along the lines of 
a Smellies Stall (eg scented candles/drawer liners/unopened lotions and 
potions/beauty products) and/or  a possible Unwanted  Gifts stall. 

Usual stalls of Cakes, raffle, tombola and hopefully a craft stall and also 
still open to any other new ideas. 

All offers of help gratefully received for raffle donations, setting up and 
helping on the morning. 

Further details will be in the weekly Pew Sheets leading up the day. 

For further information please contact:- 

Liz Kiteley    

 

 

 

CAN YOU READ THIS? 
 

We’d like to know if people find our magazine  
easy enough to read. 

 

Large print versions can be made available in the church. 
Please speak to one of the editorial team.  
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EVERY PICTURE TELLS A STORY 
 

With Messy Church and the other 
Jedburgh Churches, St. John’s led 
the way in staging a ‘Pop-up 
Nativity’ in the Town Hall on 
Christmas Eve.  The scene was set 
with bales of straw, a wooden 
manger and even a goat (but no 
donkey or lamb), to add to the 
fun. Children (and adults) had 
been encouraged to dress as 

characters in the Nativity story and extra dressing up clothes were 
available if needed. The candles on the Advent Crown were lit, everyone 
sang “Jesus Christ is coming to Town” and so the Christmas Story unfolded.    
 
The popular monthly Old 
School Lunch has been going 
now for around ten years, 
with few changes to the 
original band of stalwart 
helpers who make it 
possible.  Now there is a 
need for someone to take 
on the role of coordinator 
and also for more people 
willing to pick up people to 
and from their homes.  If you feel you could help in this way, speak to 
Marian Anderson. 

The Sewing Group came 
together 8 years ago, 
following on from the 
making of kneelers and 
some altar linen for the 
church.  It expanded to 
welcome anyone who 
enjoyed needlework of 
any kind. Many people 
come who have no 
connection with St. John’s 

and it is a social group where skills are shared and friends are made.   
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FROM THE CHOIR LOFT  
 

MUSIC, the art of expression in sound, 

including both composition and execution  
(Gr. Mousike, musical (art) – Mousa, a 
Muse). 

 
Music, in prose and melody, touches us in a 
way that the visual arts cannot.  It can 
lead us to another dimension, completely 
away from the here and now.  In an 
instant it can take us back to another 
place and time; bring to mind a loved 

one; bring great joy or great sadness.  
The power of music to move us is 
beautifully expressed by St Augustine in 
this passage from the Confessions: 

“I wept at the beauty of your hymns and 
canticles, and was powerfully moved at 
the sweet sound of your Church’s singing. 
Those sounds flowed into my ears, and the 
truth streamed into my heart: so that my 
feeling of devotion overflowed and the 
tears ran from my eyes, and I was happy 
in them.” Confessions, chapter IX 

Think about how you respond to hearing 
the psalm read out on a Sunday morning.  
Now think about how you respond when 
you hear the psalms being sung.  The 
tradition of singing the psalms has 
endured for thousands of years precisely 
because we react differently, on a deeper 
level, when we sing them (provided we 
remember to pause at the right time!).  The 
psalms are a great gift of prayer and 
praise and their ability to lift our souls to 
God is magnified by music.  

Music comes in so many shapes and forms, 
some very strange to our ears.  However, 
we should not eschew them just because 
they are not to our taste.  We can 
perform traditional music, hearing 
melodies created many centuries ago, and 

keeping them 
alive.  But even 
the 15th century 
pieces were 
new once and, 
perhaps, were 
thought radical 
or ‘happy-
clappy’.   

We too can embrace new, unfamiliar 
tunes or words and enhance the liturgy.  

Nothing in the church is static; however 
much we may want to hold on to what 
we know, our liturgical, theological and 
musical traditions are in a constant state 
of change because we need to re-
interpret the message of the gospel for 
our time.  We can hold on to what is 
precious and beautiful from the past but 
we must also be aware that our 
theology is evolving and some of the 
well-loved hymns of our childhood no 
longer represent how we interpret the 
gospel in the light of faith.  Recently we 
have been singing new words to old 
tunes, which is an excellent way of 
preserving tradition without being its 
prisoners.  

How should St John’s use music – this 
powerful, emotional, tool?  Should the 
choir lead worship, or follow?  Perhaps 
the distinction is not so black and white.  
Anyone who has been involved in 
choosing music for services knows very 
well that the choice is dictated by the 
liturgy far more than it is by the 
personal tastes of the chooser.  With 
music, as with scripture, we have to listen 
to the bits we don’t like as well as the 
bits we do. 

 
Gaudeamus 
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CRAFTY EASTER IDEAS FOR THE KIDS 
 

1. Cut up a cardboard egg carton into 6 pieces and stick them at the back. 
2. Colour it in  
3. Use coloured paper or card and cut out the chick’s beak, feet and wings. 

If you don’t have any coloured paper or card, use plain white and colour 
it in. 

4. Stick them on inside the carton  
5. Dot the eyes  
6. Fill with mini Easter eggs. 
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THE SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

Saint John the Evangelist 
Website: www.stjohnsjedburgh.org.uk 

 
 

 

We are always keen to receive articles from you  
for inclusion in the magazine. 

The deadline for anything to be included in the Summer magazine is 
Sunday 13 May. 
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 Saint John’s Church – Services 
 

SUNDAYS 
9.00 am Holy Communion 1970 Scottish Liturgy 
10.30 am Sung Eucharist 1982 Scottish Liturgy 
 
THURSDAYS 
10.00 am Holy Communion 
 

Also Communion on important saints’ days 
 

READINGS FOR 10.30am SERVICE 
 

March 4 
Lent 3 

Exodus 20:1-17 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
John 2:13-22 
 

March 11 
Lent 4 
Numbers 21:4-9 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
Ephesians 2:1-10 
John 3:14-21 
 

March 18 
Lent 5 
(Passion Sunday) 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 51:1-12 
Hebrews 5:5-10 
John 12:20-33 
 

March 25 
Lent 6 
(Palm Sunday) 
Mark 11:1-11 
Mark 14:1-15:47 
 

April 1 
Easter Day  

Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Mark 16:1-8 
 

April 8  
Easter 2 
Acts 4:32-35 
Psalm 133 
1 John 1:1-2:2 
John 20:19-31 
 

April 15 
Easter 3 
Acts 3:12-19 
Psalm 4 
1 John 3:1-7 
Luke 24:36b-48 
 

April 22  
Easter 4 
Acts 4:5-12 
Psalm 23 
1 John 3:16-24 
John 10:11-18 
 

April 29  
Easter 5 

Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 
 

May 6  
Easter 6 
Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17 
 

May 13  
Ascension of the Lord 
Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 47 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53 
 

May 20  
Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Romans 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b- 
 

May 27  
Trinity Sunday 
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 29 
Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17

  

Readings 
for 10.30 
Service 



 
 
 

WELLRIG 
ST BOSWELLS 

TD6 9ET 
 

Tel/fax 01835 822314 
info@wellrig.co.uk 

 
Bespoke Private Catering  
for the Discerning Client 

 

Dinner Parties 
Special Occasion Celebrations 

Weekend House Parties 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

9 High Street 
Jedburgh 

 

Tel: 01835 864653 
 

Large selection of greeting cards 
for all occasions, maps, gifts, 

Scottish books, helium balloons 

 

IAN LEES 
 

Painter & Decorator 

Signwriter 
 
7 Dunshill Drive 
Jedburgh 
 
Tel: 01835 863632 
Mobile: 07508 480053 

 
 

 
 
 

Chocolate 

Gifts Crafts 
 
 

 
23 High Street 

Jedburgh 
 

Tel: 01835 862597 
 

www.jedburghchocolatehouse.co.uk 

 
 

mailto:info@wellrig.co.uk

