
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

10.00 SUNG EUCHARIST  
Celebrant: Revd. Andi Hofbauer 
 

Hymn 57 
 

The race that long in darkness pined 

 
 

PREPARATION 
(page 1, blue service book) 

Collect Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with 
the Holy Spirit: grant that we, being born again,  
and made your children by adoption and grace,  
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;  
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 

 LITURGY OF THE WORD 
(page 4, blue service book) 

Reading: Isaiah 42.1-9                         (p.697 , pew Bible) 
 

Psalm 29 The voice of the Lord is  
upon the mighty waters. 
 

Hymn 58 
 

The sinless one to Jordan came 
Gospel: Matthew 3.13-17                 (p.3 pew Bible )  

Sermon, Creed, Intercessions, Peace (pp.4 – 6 blue book) 

Hymn 55 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed! 

St John the Evangelist  
Scottish Episcopal Church, Jedburgh 
A community of welcome in the Borders 
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The Baptism of our Lord 
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 LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 
(page 7, then page 17, blue service book 

At Communion: there is hand gel on the way to the altar rail for 
those who wish to handle the chalice themselves.  
Please do not intinct (dip your wafer in the wine). 

 
 
 

Sentence 
 

Prayer after 
Communion 
 

Hymn 52 

 

THANKSGIVING AND SENDING OUT 
(page 30, blue service book) 
 

Give thanks to our gracious God 
whose mercy endures forever 
 

We say prayer (a) on page 30: 
“Holy and life-giving God …” 
 

O Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
 

Blessing and Dismissal 

We pray especially today for  
Grace Lancaster and Linda Grant 

 

The toilet is behind the Church: turn left out of the main door 
and follow the path round to the other side of the building. 
 

Dear Friends and people of God, 
 

No thought for the week for me today, but let me introduce you to a 
new treasure in our church: our very own icon of St John the 
Evangelist. 
 

Early in 2025, St John’s vestry was approached by Ian Robertson, a 
former member of our congregation, now living in Cirencester. Ian 
offered to commission an icon of St John the Evangelist for us, St 
John the Evangelist Episcopal Church in Jedburgh. This icon is given 
to St. John's to remember his parents Jack and Fiona Robertson 
who were so involved in the life of the church. What a generous gift! 
 

The iconographer whom Ian commissioned is The Revd Catherine 
Lomas with whom he has worked before. Catherine is a priest 
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ordained in the Church of England. Serving in parish ministry, 
Catherine undertook training in iconography and calligraphy 
alongside her priestly duties. Sensing God's call to focus full-time 
on ministry as an iconographer and sacred artist, in early 2023 
Catherine set up a studio in her home in Wiltshire, from where she 
continues to explore the spiritual dimensions of traditional and 
contemporary art forms. You can read and see more about her 
work on her website: https://www.catherinemaryicons.uk/ 
 

Those of us at church on the First Sunday of Christmas, 28 
December 2025, were introduced to our new icon of St John. The 
icon was displayed in the sanctuary during the service and blessed 
for our use as part of our liturgy. Besides a prayer of blessing, I used 
the collect for the Feast of St John the Evangelist, which falls on 27 
December every year: Merciful Lord, shed upon your people the 
bright beams of your light: that enlightened by the teaching of Saint 
John, your apostle and evangelist, we may live in the light of your 
truth, and come at length to the fullness of eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 

The members of the congregation present are blown away by the 
beauty of the workmanship and artistry of the icon. Words used 
again and again were ’stunning’ and ‘breathtaking’. People 
commented in particular about the eyes and how they were 
following them, drawing them in and moving them on. People also 
love the sentence St John is displaying on the open Gospel book 
and the reasoning behind it. 
 

The sentence says: And they said to him, ‘We wish to see Jesus.’ 
This a quote from John’s Gospel, chapter 12. The context?  
 

Greeks who come to worship at the Festival in Jerusalem approach 
Philip, who goes to Andrew before together they go to Jesus: ‘Jesus, 
there are some Greeks who wish to see you’ … which leads into 
teaching about grain having to fall into the ground and die before it 
can bear fruit, about serving and following Jesus and culminates in 
a voice from heaven. 
 

https://www.catherinemaryicons.uk/
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‘Is it thunder‘, the people wonder, ‘or the voice of an angel?‘ Jesus 
answers, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is 
the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.‘   

Jesus‘ promise: I will draw you to myself. I will draw all people to 
myself. What a promise! The promise and opportunity which leads 
us to find life out of death, hope in despair, company in loneliness, 
a future despite all fears, light in the darkness, food for the journey 
through life, welcome in the muddle of personal relationships, 
graciousness and gratefulness, hospitality, indwelling and 
fulfilment, joy and peace and rest at the last. 
 

And they said to him, ‘We wish to see Jesus.’ May that be our wish 
and fulfilment also and the wish and fulfilment of all who visit our 
church. In the fullness of time, the icon will be displayed opposite 
the entrance door welcoming worshippers and visitors alike.  
 

At present, while we finalise how to secure the icon of St John to 
the wall (and once we have agreed the method obtain permission 
under Canon 35 from the Diocese), he is being kept in a secure 
place. We’ll keep you updated on our progress and share further 
photographs in the future. 
 

Thank you so much to our benefactor Ian Robertson, we are very 
blessed. You are very generous in giving St John’s such a precious 
gift. And thank you to the iconographer Catherine Lomas for 
sharing your gift and artistic talent through the beauty of the icon 
and the offer of spiritual blessings it conveys. 
 

With my love and prayers to you all: Andi 
 

 

 

 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Andi Hofbauer 07543 104591   andihofb@gmail.com 

General enquiries  stjohnsjedburgh@outlook.com   
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