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God is working his purpose out (v 1, 2, 5)

PREPARATION
(page 1, blue service book)

O Lord, we beseech you:

give your people grace to turn away from evil;
and to follow you, the only God,

in pureness of heart and mind;

through Jesus Christ, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, world without end. Amen.

Reading:

Psalm 80
w. 7-14

Hymn 499

LITURGY OF THE WORD
(page 4, blue service book)

Isaiah 5.1-7 (OT p.6671 pew Bible)

For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts
is the house of Israel.

Thy kingdom come, O God



Gospel: Matthew 21.33-46 (NT p.25 pew Bible)
Sermon, Creed, Intercessions, Peace

Hymn 339 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT
(p 7 then p 8, blue service book)

At Communion: there is hand gel on the way to the altar
rail for those who wish to handle the chalice themselves.
Please do not intinct (dip your wafer in the wine).

THANKSGIVING AND SENDING OUT
(p 30, blue service book)

Sentence Give thanks to our gracious God
whose mercy endures forever

Prayer (b) Father of all...

Hymn 444 Rejoice to-day with one accord

Blessing and Dismissal

Today there is retiring collection, cash or cheque,
in aid of the local Foodbank.
Please make cheques payable to Jedburgh Churches Foodbank

Priest-in-Charge Revd. Andi Hofbauer
07543 104591 andihofb@gmail.com
General enquiries stjohnsjedburgh@outlook.com
Charity Number SC016786 CCLI licence no. 525395
www.stjohnsjedburgh.org.uk

The toiletis behind the church. Turn right out of the main door
and follow the path round to the other side of the building.



http://www.stjohnsjedburgh.org.uk/

Dear Friends and people of God,

Today’s gospel offers us another kingdom parable. And this time Jesus
sets up an entire story without an ending. Instead, he ends his parable
by asking a question of his listeners: ‘Now when the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’

Filled with a great sense of justice and a dash of vengeance, the
listeners answer Jesus: ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable
death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the
produce at the harvest time.” And Jesus neither denies nor confirms
their answer.

But soon, after some further explanation by Jesus, it dawns on those
listeners: are we those violent tenants? Is he talking about us? Have
‘we’ rejected — and killed — the slaves and sons of the landowner? Is
Jesus blaming us for the rejection of Israel’s prophets?

Indeed, the issue at hand is their rejection of the servants and
prophets of the Lord God Almighty. And ultimately, their rejection of
the heir, the Son of God, Jesus.

Their rejection, combined with the Roman authorities’ power to
execute, will lead to Jesus’ death on a cross.

The fact that Jesus was and is rejected by those he came to save is
evident in our days, and even in our lives. Their rejection of Jesus is our
own inevitable participation in Good Friday, our own complicity in the
death-dealing forces of this world, our own inability at times to see
before us the Son of God.

We, too, take partin big and small ways in the death of Jesus, and that
should be no surprise:

in our neglect of the poor, in our dismissal of the outcast, ‘the other,’ in
our apathy towards so much suffering in the world, in the yoke human
living puts on God’s good creation and the threat to the future of this
planet.... Where does that leave us?

| wrote above, Jesus does not finish his parable. What he offers instead
is a quotation from Psalm 118: ‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.’

Jesus came and still comes to those he knew would reject him.



Despite our rejection and complicity and failings and judgments and
violent ways and self-wielding indictments — despite all of ourselves —
Jesus comes to us. And he is for us. And with us. And he loves us. And
he knows our names and calls us, calls us ‘beloved’.

Jesus did ultimately finish his parable. But not in today’s Gospel
passage. Jesus finished it when he burst from the tomb.

The answer to the question: ‘When the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?’is found in the resurrection of Jesus.
The answer to the question is grace upon grace, for all, for all who have
rejected him. It offers forgiveness, healing, transformation and peace.
It offers newness of life in the kingdom of God.

With my love and prayers: Andi

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Thursdays weekly 10am Said Eucharist
Monday 5 October The Jed’ Soul Sisters — Revd Andi &
10.30-11.30am Revd Sarah lead a new series of

Q&A AROUND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
see poster in porch for full details

Tuesday 6 October 12noon Peace Vigil (approx. 25 mins)
at back of church.

Saturday 10th October  Messy Church in Kenmore Hall

from 10.30am NOAH’S ARK - celebrating
harvest time and the beauty of
creation.

Free of charge. All welcome.

Saturday 10th October MEMORIAL SERVICE in church for
2.00pm Liddy Hall. All welcome.

Sunday 18th October Joint service at St Cuthbert’s, Hawick
10.30am with Bishop Dagmar

PLEASE SEE NOTICE IN PORCH FOR
THE JEDBURGH CHURCHES FOODBANK AUTUMN APPEAL
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